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European Commission - Speech -

Moving towards the circular economy
Strasbourg, 06 July 2015
Opening remarks by First Vice-President Frans Timmermans in the European Parliament plenary debate on the Sirpa Pietikdinen report

“Thank you Mr. President. First of all this Commission remains
strongly committed to presenting to this Parliament towards
the end of the year a circular economy package which has a
holistic approach on the issue. .. The future of the European
economy is in the circular economy, in reusing, in putting
things back into the economic cycle, in thinking in terms of
cradle to cradle. And funnily enough, businesses have got it
better and more clearly than us as politicians. ”



Speech Continuing

“Because the circular economy is not something we do just for
the environment. Sustainability of course has an
environmental angle. Sustainability has especially an
economic and a social angle. And if we don't take the three
elements into account — economic, social and environmental —
we will not succeed in creating the right conditions for a
circular economy. . .. And we should use that opportunity to
integrate the three elements of sustainability, economic, social
and environmental. And then | believe we will be successful.”



Speech Continuing

“You can count on the Commission that we will take this holistic
approach, you can count on the Commission that we will work closely
with you, and I'm sure that we can look at those elements especially
starting with analysing the situation in Member States and having
comparable analysis from Member States that we can take it from a
zero situation to the higher levels in the next couple of years and the
Commission will certainly be part of that transition.”
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The future of the European economy is in the circular economy, in
reusing, in putting things back into the economic cycle, in thinking in
terms of cradle to cradle. And funnily enough, businesses have got it
better and more clearly than us as politicians. Businesses are leading on
this and we should be leading as well as politicians. Why? Because we
know where we are. We also know where we want to be which is in the

circular economy.
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Circular Economy
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Raw materials

esi
Residug/ Wage

©

EU Commission (2014) Towards a circular economy:
A zero waste programme for Europedt
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Circular Economy

The Environment

The Economy
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EU Commission (2014) Scoping study to
identify potential circular economy actions,

Extraction of hiochemical feadstock, g iori i
RoRhLS s : prlorlty sectors, material flows and value
Chains&kY)

Source: Own representation, P. ten Brink, P. Razzini, 5. Withana and E. van Dijl (IEEPa), 2014
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Essence of a Circular Economy

Ecosystem
{natural capital)

Economy
(manufactured and
financial capital)

goal: maintain
ecological resilience

goal: improve
resource efficiency

GREEN
ECONOMY
Human well-being
(social and human capital)

EU Commission (2011) Roadmap to a Resource
Efficient Europedkt)

goal: enhance social equity
and fair burden-sharing
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